EJCHiniT  it , 


"!y^i»TIV3 


II.  nrrzi^vi 


v/111  the  JfcpE.nese  arciy  forces  in  ^.1,9 

periiianantly  maintained  at  their  present  streng-h? 

J&ptn  has  the  right  by  treaty  to  j^intain  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  in  lianohuria.  ^o  limit 

mauently  maintain  an  armed  force  within  the  limit 

of  the  treaty  agreement;  But 
maintaining  the  present 

conditions  of  the  country.  It  is  impossible  to 

moke  any  prophecy  now.  But  I 

that  conditions  in  Lanchurio  and 

undergone  such  chonges  that  it  is 

essary  to  study  v.hot  may  be  an  sdec.uate  mllitar> 

force  to  meet  the  changed  situation  over  ohere. 

V/hat  is  the  present  strength? 

There  v/os  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  trouble  a 
Mllwy  guard  of  10,400  to  wliioh  a  roonforoanent 
of  11,600  has  been  added,  making  Q  total  of 
apppoJlootely  22,000.  Of  this  fofo^  o  port  of 
the  special  service  troops  has  already  been 
broui'ht  back  aome. 


uestlon 


i^nswer 


uestlon 


Answer  x 


<*  uestlon 


.nswer 


uestlon 


Answer 
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at  thlii  partioulor 

aysteu  of  aray  _ 

zation  vhioh  ui^ht  oreatewrone 
the  true  aotlvo.  I- 

vvould  be  luore  i - 

of  ematient  until  it 
aider  it  in  the  li£ht  of  the 
in  Lanchui'la  and  llonfcolla* 

out a Ida  the 
,  Chiuohovr 
Tahuahan 


- — I  any  change  in  tne 
luilion  or  in  military  , 

aiviBiuu  - ixnpreaaiona  aa  ^ 

r  It  waa  alao  thought  that  it 

aJviaable  to 

v^ould  be  poaaible  to  oon 

changed  conditiona 


v:ill  auch  point  a 
\my  zone  a  a  liar  bln 
Chiatua,  Tsltalhar.  Tahuahan, 
manently  occupied  by  the 

any  int^ention  of  an  early 
Japeneae  foroea  within  the 

'.’o  have  no  intention  of 

The  presence  of  Japanese  *^°®P®  a  tem’^c- 

qopth  T'anohuria  Railway  zone  means  only  a  tom*  -- 
?o«  naaSSrf  tl  aaot  tL  oondltloro  brought  about 
thf  roUvlUes  Of  dlsbandad 
and  lavaess  ganga.  In  thoae  f 

peace  is  being  constantly  disturoed,  and  espeoi 
ally!  the  oooSonio  life  of  the  i^® 
virtually  wrecked.  Local  ^eaL 

new  administration  ere  too  weak  Jess 

'^he  Imperial  army  is  boiirg  requested  to  s^PP^es® 
and  Sapose  of  those  disturbers  of  P®®°®*  ■ 

being  the  case,  the  iCwantung  army,  in 
tlon^of  its  mission,  is  compelled  to  station  ita 

troops  in  those  regions  until  a 

and  order  will  make  their  presence  no  longer 


uestion 


Answer 


riinqtion*  Is  there  any  intention  oi  on  «uxxjr 
'*  *  the  Japanese  forces  from  the  South  lianchurla 

Railway  zone? 

Answer*  There  is  no  intention  of  withdrawal  ^^® 

Answer.  zona.  Our  troops  ore  .stationed  in  the  South 

ranchuria  Railway  zone  by  virtus  of  treaty 
rights.  I  wonder  if  such  a  question  could  be 
possible  whore  there  is  a  real  knowledge  of  the 
positions. 

iiHstlon*  Mill  the  Japanese  army  continue  indefinitely  to 
'*  *  protect  and  provide  support  for  the  autonomous 

provincial  governments  \<hlch  ore  being  estab¬ 
lished  in  Manchuria? 

/nawar*  \7e  have  alvjays  been  most  anxious  that  Manchuria 
*  and  Mongolia  should  become  a  land  of  lasting 

peace.  le  are,  therefore,  most  favorably  disposed 
toward  any  move  io  further  the  same  cause.  ..hen 
the  new  government  of  hiinchuria  is  b-^nt  on  estab¬ 
lishing  a  good  regime  for  the  30  million  people, 
without  prejudice  to  the  Japanese  interests,  wo 
naturally  consider  it  nothing  less  than  the 
friendly  duty  of  a  neighl.or  nation  to  render 
its  support. 

r.,«stion»  Mill  such  polico  fimctionc  eventually  be  turned 
ruestion.  wixx  forces  under  such  friendly 

'  leaders  as  Chang  Hoi-Pong,  M*a  Chan-Shan,  and 

others,  luany  of  whom  already  are  reported  to 
be  cooperating  with  the  Japanese  foroea  in 
clearing  Manchuria  of  bandits? 
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Answer:  yes.  Vftien  Chong  Kal-Pang,  i:a  Chan-Shan,  Yu  Chih 

Shan,  -..'eng  Tiun-Chung  and  othura  will 
solves  under  the  direction  of  the  new  i.enohwion 
govermaent  ond  prove  their  faith  in 
those  police  functions,  v^itliout  coflunitting  su 
atrocities  as  the  fotnor  war  lords  wore 
those  duties  \;ill  no  doubt  bo  turned  over  to  them. 

^uestion:  Is  it  proposed  to  conduct  further  military  opera¬ 
tions  in  North  Manchuria? 

Answer:  The  J '.panose  military  forces  hove  made  no  “ove 

except  in  self-defense.  I  mey  also  state  that 
thoy  will  never  act  otherwise  in  the  possible 
event  of  operating  in  North  llanchuria.  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  North  Manchuria  had  been  menaced 
by  the  activities  of  such  men  as  Ting  Chao  and  ^i 
Tu,  acting  at  the  instigation  of  Chang  Hsueh-Liang 
until  thoir  troops  wore  driven  away  from  tho  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Harbin  by  our  Tamon  division,  'jhus  a 
nc*w  era  of  peace  and  order  dawns  in  North  Manchuria 
If  there  appears  no  armed  force  to  oppose  our  army , 
North  Fanchuria  will  soo  no  more  of  armed  lash. 

Nut  oven  nov^  there  are  soldiers  of  tho  old  armies, 
partisans  and  l^andits  at  large  and  active  at  all 
places,  a  situation  that  may  ovontually  call  our 
I  troops (to  action  as  a  matter  of  necessity. 


^.uestlipn:  Will  General  Tamon’s  foroQs  bo  ,oonf in®d.  to;H§rbln, 
or  will  they  move  oast  and  v/est  along  the. main  lino 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  railway  or  northwest., toward 
the  lower  Sungari  in  pursuit  of  recalcitrant  ele¬ 
ments?  ,  .  r-  •  ■ 

Answer:  V’o  feel,  that  we  should  call  to  account  the  anti-  . 

Kirin  army  against  which  a  number  of  things  are 
.  charged;  namely,  the  killing  of  an  air 'Officer 
our  army,  massacre  and  outraging  of  Koreans, 
burning  of  th-eir  houses  r.nd  also  of  the  building  of 
the  Japanese  owned  newspaper  ’’Taihoku  Shimpo", 
armod  oppositions  o3ong  the  southern  branch  of  tho 
Chinese  3e stern  Railwav,  especially  at  a  . 
Shuangchengpu.  But  we  have  at  present  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  making  pursuit  with  our  main  force.-  The 
mein  force  of  General  Tamon’ s  division,  tempo¬ 
rarily  stationed  in  II:rbin,  will  attend  to  the ,  .  , 
safegutirding  of  our  resident  population,  until.  - 
peace  and  order  will  be  established  in .North 
Manchuria,  •  .  i-  ’ 

uestion:  Does  the  minister  believe  there  ^s  danger  of  con- 
"  flict  with  Russia  grov<ing  out  of  Japan’s  occupa-.,  , 

tiou  of  Harbin  and  use  end  control  of  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railv/ay? 

Answer:'  T  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  danger.  It  is 
.  very  gratifying  that  the  SevJ-st  authorities  and 
"  ’  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  rflcncgeaont ,  with  a  -l 

stralghtforv^ard  apprecic-.tion  of  the  legitimacy -of 
our  military  actions  in  ^-orth  .Lonchurla ,  have  con¬ 
sistently  taken  a  fair  attitude  toward  us.  The 
rovoliitlonary  ideas  of  Ccmaunism  are  never,  occop-  ^ 
table  to  a  country  like  Jooan.  As  long  as  Nov let ' 
Russia  v;ill  refrain  fr-om  iriyerference ,  with  a  full 
regard  for  our  action,  wo  oho  11  never  encroach 


t 

V 


a 

? 
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upon  the  rights  of  the  Chinese  Eestorn 
or  break  in  upon  r^ussien  territory.  for  tne 
allegation  of  instigating  the  './hito  Russians, 
with  whom  Soviet  Russia  eeeios  x»ost  seriously  oon- 
oerned,  it  is  nothing  but  a  wild  fantasy.  /hst 
I  fahould  l:.ko  to  add  is  that  the  occupation  of 
Harbin  by  our  troops  is  only  a  temporary  one. 
y.s  for  the  use  of  the  southern  branch  of  the 
Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  we  have  a  positive  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Jovist  Government,  there  being  no  o*.  3 
of  our  idon  taking  control  of  the  railway,  as  your 
truest  ion  seams  to  ixaply. 

'^uestion:  Docs  Japan  propose  to  buy  this  branch? 

Answer;  Me  do  not. 

^uestion;  Does  Japan  desire  to  control  the  whole  of  the 
Chinese  I5a stern  Railway? 

Answer:  Me  have  never  had  such  a  desire. 

■^uestion:  V/hat  is  the  connootion  botv^een  the  Japanese  army 
a'nd  the  new  government  growing  up  in  Lanohuria? 

Answer:  Me  understand  that  the  Now  Iianchurian  state  aims 

Internully  to  ensure  good  goverrmiant  to  its  popu¬ 
lation  of  30  millions  within  the  boundaries  and, 
externally  to  become  as  honorable  a  member  as  any 
in  the  family  of  nations,  affording  them  ocual 
opportunity  through  its  open  door  policy.  Ihe 
leaders  of  Ijxnchuria  are  devoting  themselves  to 
the  creation  of  a  now  state  in  consonance  with 
the  genofol  will  of  the  people  of  Uunchuria  and 
Mongolia  who  wish  for  the  birth  of  a  community 
v/here  they  are  never  to  be  exploited,  an  ideal 
state  of  lasting  peace.  It  would  oe  an  unpardon¬ 
able  outrage  to  interfere  v/ith  their  efforts  con¬ 
secrated  in  such  a  lofty  cause.  It  is  but 
natural  that  Japan  should  be  friendly  disposed 
toward  them.  And  we  do  nope  most  sincerely  that 
the  new  Henchurian  government  will  make  an  un¬ 
hampered  and  sound  progress  toward  its  goal. 

'^uestion;  What  part  are  such  men  as  Colonel  Itagaki  and 

Colonel  Dolhara  playing  in  the  establishment  of 
the  new  order  of  affairs  in  I'anchuria? 


/jiswor:  The  former  uolongs  to  the  staff  of  the  Lwantung 

army  while  the  letter  is  Chief  of  the  ^^pecial 
Service  Bureau  in  Harbin.  They  are  charged  with 
no  work  except  a  purely  military  character. 

C^uestion:  Does  the  /jrmy  favor  the  establishment  of  a  new 
unified  and  autonomous  (or  independent)  state 
of  Ijanchui’io  and  Uongolla? 

Answer:  It  does;  because  it  is  convinced  that  it  will  be 

a  long  way  bettor  than  the  absurdities  of  former 
militarist  governments. 

rjaestion;  How  far  into  llongolla  should  such  a  state  extend? 

To  the  borders  of  Outer  Mongolia,  which  Soviet 
Russia  dominates? 
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Inswort  Thot  Is  for  tho  nsv  Ksnohurlsn  government,  end 
not  for  Q6  to  dooido. 

';uo8tlon!  vmat  does  the  army  proPJf® 

Shcnhoi-Kwen  portion  oi 
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jaestion 
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'■jaostion 
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International  Gettlojiieiit .  If  tho  Chinasa  3ido 
cease  hostilities,  or  if  they  uake  no  interfer¬ 
ence  with  our  ariiiy  in  pursuit  of  such  objects, 
we  have  no  intention  of  taking  araed  action. 

'.uestlonj  V/111  4;hore  be  a  longtime  occupation  of  the 
Shanghai  area  by  Japanese  military  forces? 

Answer:  Wo  hope  to  evacuate  as  soon  as  possible.  But  in¬ 

asmuch  as  our  ariay  is  there  in  self-defense,  it 
all  dei;ends  on  Chino.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Powers  will  arrive  at  a  correct  appreciation  of 
tho  situation,  and  render  asoistanoo  to  the  and 
of  restoring  normal  conditions  in  the  internatlor-' 
al  city  with  tho  laost  delay, 

^.uestion:  Is  the  despatch  of  other  divisions  besides  those 
,  olreodj'  under  orders  for  ohanghal  contemplated 

by  the  'War  Office? 

Answer:  I  cannot  tell.  Future  developments  alone  will 

determine. 

''^uestlon:  How  far  is  it  intended  to  conduct  operations  out¬ 
side  Shanghai?  To  Soochow?  To  Nanking? 

/jiswer:  \7o  have  sent  over  our  soldiers,  as  already  ex¬ 

plained,  to  do  our  utmost  to  prevent  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  situation  from  spreading,  to  remove  all 
mena'oos  to  tho  lives  and  property  of  our  resident 
population  08  pocoefully  and  speedily  as  possible 
thus  restoring  conditions  desirable  for  other 
nationals  os  v;oll.  Extension  of  the  present  situ 
otlon  is  desirable  to  none.  If  there  is  anyone 
who  does  wish  for  such  a  development ^  it  can  be 
none  but  a  certain  Chinese  military  party  or  tne 
Chinese  Cor^imunlst  party,  which  one  as  much  os 
'the  other  hopes  to  draw  Britain  and  .imerica,  and 
possibly  others  into  the  trouble.  Such  being  th 
truth  of  the  matter,  you  will  understand  why  the 
Japanese  army  has  at  present  no  intention  to  car; 
its  action  very  for  from  Shanghai,  v/hat  is  cer¬ 
tain  in  any  event  is  that  we  must  demand  the 
Chinese  army  to  withdraw  Itself  to  a  distance 
sufficient  to  ensure  safety  for  the  international 
port  of  Shanghai.  The  only  c^uestion  is  whether 
such  arrangement  may  be  accomplished  by  diplo¬ 
matic  negotiations  or  by  methods  of  war.  '.7e  do 
hope  for  the  former,  but  it  appears  highly  doubt¬ 
ful  if  tho  19th  Route  Army  is  in  a  mood  for 
peaceful  withdrawal. 

'^uostion:  There  are  rumors  of  0  general  mobilization  in 
Japan.  la  such  a  stop  contemplated? 

Answer:  ^.baolutely  not.  ’..'e  do  hope  you  will  know -such 

rumors  for  what  they  are  really  worth.  V7e  hope 
so  especially  because  we  know  that  when  such  an 
,  institution  as  yours  should  give  credit,  without 
discrimination  or  due  Inquiry,  for  such  rumors, 
very  serious  harm  would  be  done. 

'Question;  \fliat  era  tho  intentions  of  the  army  with  raspoct 
to  the  regions  on  tho  southern  and  western  boi.dp. 
of  J'anchurla  -  the  Polplng-Tlentsin  district  ajid 
the  province  of  Jehol? 
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Answer:  ^7e  oonteuplate  nothing  naaaery 

44.  vj4  11  be  necessary 
-.uostlon:  Doas  "bo  rlnUtar  ballavo^l^^ 

\l  er.s"e  p‘aao»  ^nd  stability  in 

l,lQnohurio? 

Answer:  We  do  not  believe  there  is  any  ne 

(Question;  Are  the  forces  operations  into 

It  becomes  A%rth  li^nohuria? 

these  regions  or  into  horxin 

-  _  M  AY\  fiS 


♦  Biiffioient  even  as 
Answer:  The  present  KSontung  i.rmy  has  none 

thrielsTomsined  '"^^o  thought,*^in  f^ct^ 

faiStsarrimoSuy'^n  ever  induced  it  to  as. 
for  roinforoemont . 

ruostion;  How  far  will  ig®/foroerof^othS^?owers  now 
'*  ate  with  the  land  for  to.<k  of  restoring 

stationed  at  aba^uol  1“  ‘he  *«  „gion? 

and  uaintaining  peu^® 

e..._  .  .J  A.U  * 


.ar>+o  1  re  left  v;ith*tha 

■'newer*  practical  -./.j  have  had  it  oon- 

^  *  oorimander  of  thit  we  expect  our 

veyad  to  hin  affoot  friendly  cooperatio. 

army  to  do  its  ^  snirit  of  mutual  help  to 

with  other  Mderly  life  pros^nrity 

IfSrs  “•“•  “•  , 

•  _ _  mm  ^  M  ^  4"  ^  ^ 


pwxxv* -  * 

East  be  irv  and  people  driven  to  the 

carded,  and  a  oath  than  our  country, 

choice  between  Qrganizations,  would  dis- 

riJrsuob-aTls'ofpiina  "I  unity  as  would  suipris. 
the  whole  world. 

aestion:  Owin.  to  tne  oensorsniP  ^posej 

'SStfrt^^sg  fnd  intended  uss  OP  tbe^^^_^^ 

Japanese  sr-W  o*Pf "avi  sueplolond  on 
•  in  other  oomtrles,  ®SoBe  of  those 

Japan's  motives  and  sending  five  divisions 

^  aodounts  assert  Ja^n  la  aendi^  publish 

'  or  100.000  nan.  bould  uonsorshlp 

fo“S*!n“irfo?ce/  IS  l^belleved  to  be  sarvim 
a  useful  purpose? 
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Anwter:  ’7e  huve  beon  giving  out,  . 

.  arose,  an  approximate  number  of 
V/ith  ieeard  to  matters  of  tactical 
it  is  a  rule  xith  every  country  to  ,ra 

from  publicity  as  long  as  Jjj^^Q^gggerated^aooounts 
regret  very  much  to  learn  that  exegg  ... 

are  currant  abroad;  but  we  trust  that  Qf 

become  knovm  in  course  of  time,  oonduot  will, 

proT>aganda  as  China  has  no  scruple  to 

in  our  opinion,  only  prove  ®^}^'?i®^n|a^iianghai. 
especially  in  an  international  -^tSide 

As  for  the  censorship  of  talQfe^f/ts,  it 
the  lino  of  the  v/ar  Ministry.  .e  Ly 

this  in  reply  that  censorship  at  a  time  like  th 
present,  \vhen  wartime  oo^dltlons  are  not  to  be 
imposed  really  presents  \very  difficult  question. 
V/6  know  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
accomplish  it  to  satisfaction,  ./e,  \ 

at  tho  seme  time  thet  to  have 

to  a  limited  section  is  one  tning,  wnlle  to  have 
it  broadcast  to  tho  public  is  quite  another. 
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I.ow  as  for  tho  question  of  "ivh&t  form  of  bOvernmont 
may  bo  oxpootod  iu  * .onohuria ,  thoro  sooms  qulto  a 
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